
The Victorian Government has committed to upgrading Carlton Gardens Primary School. Every 
Victorian child deserves access to facilities that prepare them to thrive in the 21st century.  

The Victorian Government has committed $1.18 billion in education infrastructure projects as part of a 
wider $2.7 billion Building Works package that will build a range of projects across the state.  

Over $130 million has been allocated to the Established Areas Program to provide additional capacity at 
nine metropolitan schools to meet enrolment growth, supporting space for 1,550 extra students.  

Carlton Gardens Primary School has received over $10.5 million to add new facilities that will accommodate 
an extra 150 local students.  

ABOUT THE ENGAGEMENT 
We engaged with 65 students, teachers and parents from Carlton Gardens Primary School from 1st to 10th 
June 2020, via an online survey, to help develop the school’s plan to manage their infrastructure assets.  

The engagement process was designed to reach the Carlton Gardens Primary School community via the 
school’s existing communication channels while adhering to social distancing restrictions caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.  

In particular, we wanted to know what the school community loves about their school in relation to the 
operation, layout and existing facilities.  

This report provides a summary of what we heard from your community during this engagement. 

WHAT WE HEARD 
We heard very strong and consistent feedback focused around three key themes: 

-Quality teaching staff, communication and dedication to students 

-Friendly and inclusive school community and culture 

-Expansion and upgrade of learning spaces, specialist facilities and outdoor areas will support 
educational outcomes. 

Quality teaching staff, communication and dedication to students 

The community highlighted how much they value Carlton Gardens Primary School staff, particularly their 
dedication and commitment to their students. 

Many participants highlighted the quality of the teaching staff and how much they appreciate the teachers’ 
care, concern and genuine focus on understanding and meeting students’ needs. This contributes to a 
sense that the school provides a friendly and safe learning environment. 

The teachers and staff at the school are approachable and communicate well with parents and carers, 
fostering a high-quality educational setting and welcoming school community. 

“Caring and genuine concern by all staff.” 

“Great teaching staff and the kid friendly environment.” 

“The students are prioritised and kept at the forefront of everyone’s minds.” 
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“School staff and their commitment towards education and keeping children safe.” 

“The teachers and staff are friendly and approachable.” 

“The curriculum focus and staff dedication.” 

“The teachers are the best.” 

Friendly and inclusive school community and culture  

Participants overwhelmingly emphasised how much they value the sense of community and inclusion 
created within the school. We heard that the friendly, positive and caring attitudes of teachers and staff 
also help to create a sense of community.    

We heard that the school’s deliberate focus on diversity and inclusion fosters a strong sense of 
belonging and supportive environment for all. 

The ‘small school’ feel is highly valued, contributing to the feeling of inclusion and ensuring each student 
has a clear place within this ‘family-like’ school community. 

“The welcoming community.” 

“The community and sense of belonging.” 

“The way diversity is celebrated and accepted.” 

“Staff here are so friendly. It feels like a family.” 

“The multiculturalism and the supportive, team environment.” 

“The sense of community - love that the school still feels 'small' and that my son does not get lost in the crowd.” 

“The progressive intention of inclusivity and equality.” 

Expansion and upgrade of learning spaces and outdoor areas will support educational outcomes 

Many participants said that more classrooms and learning spaces are needed and that some classes 
feel too crowded. 

Extra and more flexible learning spaces would help the school deliver a greater range of learning options 
and outside school hours activities, as well as community events like concerts and other social gatherings 
which have previously been successful and are highly valued. 

Suggestions included facilities to enable more specialist studies including STEM and music, and many 
participants highlighted the need for improved outdoor and play spaces to allow for more physical 
learning and activities like sports and gardening. 

Some participants said they value the school and buildings’ heritage features and character, indicating 
these should be respected as part of any upgrade. 

“Not enough space for kids to do more sports, more music and outside of school activities.” 

“More school community activities, more touchpoints with students and teachers.” 

“The lack of outdoor space the school can utilize to supplement learning through physical activity, gardening programs or 
interacting with the environment.” 

“There are so many bodies on site that there is very little space for play the playground, or breakout spaces for teachers 
and students.” 

 “The heritage and character of the buildings.” 

“I think we could include more STEM opportunities/spaces, along with a consistent lunch/recess club space.”


